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| hack to the maiv passege and other ré-

i over thess mountaing for years, and 1

ALADDIN'S CAVE IN.KALK BAY MOUNTAIN

AGATE, SILICA AND BRIGHT PEBBLES,

A GREAT HALL PFTY FEET HIGH.

 The entrance to the cave in the Kalk Bay Mountain is in the.
bold and almost perpendicular face of the range, which
directly overlooks Clovelly and the central part of Fish
Hoek. This face shows the line of escarpment of a great
geological fault, which was jesponsible for the formation
of the Fish Hoek Valley in the far off geological perod
which preceded its becoming 2 broad channel between the
oceans, LThe cave follows a course mainly northward,
clean through the mountain, with an exit over the deep
valley’ which bounds the ra ' r
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AN EXPLORING PARTY.

REPRESENTATIVE of The

Argug smecepiad the invitation
Va of Wr, ¥. Graco, of *Rand-

wick,” Halk Bay, te view ihe
cave, other wisiters, including Dr.)
Versfeld, a geologist of renown, and
Mr. A. R. C, Walker, Senior Lecturer
in Geclogy, Cape Town niversity.’
There were ssveral ladiss ia the party,
who experienced no difficulty eitber in
reaching or lori The

chamber which, awaas likened 4o th
‘Gady's Chapel” of o cathedral, This
s we other cutieb, and the atmos-
vere fz maon found oppressive.
i Thera is zome clambering over failen
weeke in the main passage, snd o hglf-
gi,-or g2 of water in a couple of
Haces makes stoub shoes desirable,
t:ut, with ordinary torches or candies,
rogress ig guite easy. Without lights
\ would bo dangerous, . :
The exiatence of this cave is dus to
e  widezing of the joint pleanes.
larth movement is to s certain ex-
thnb responsible, then the 'action of
yater on the gunztz'ite which. forms
ﬁl\e cemont binding of the sandstons
vk cauges the rock to become friable
d erosionw follows. The appearsnce
{ this part of the mountain seems to
dicate that there has at some tiine
; Pxilaf tow of water which had a
fauch greater offect then is caused ab
resont. WNo geolegical fault is trace-
ble in this mountaia, bub, a8 has
cen peinted out, it forms one frant
¥ whzt wes a great fault and the
iithdeawal of support frem its ter-
gainal may hape coutributed to o very
slight lean-over 2t that parti  In fact,
tha Luge rocks at this end of the wall

sxploring the cave.
sraologisis revelled in the experiehed,
flzshing their t{orches over the fan.
tastic chembers, branching side pas-
sages, sirange outlets which wind

markable variations frem regulerity,.
and keeping their hammers busy in
collecting specimens of techaical vhlue
in the vrock fioess. They expressed]
wonder alsé that o cave of such magal-
tude and contsiming such interesbing
featurse, bnth for the grientist and the
lovor of Netura's besuties f:id eccen’
iricities should be so Htdle known.
Cne gentleman t¢ whon the cave
was mentionsd said, T have tramped

i

must frankly say I doubt the existence
of any such cave.'? Ancther. borjg in
the vicinity, said, ‘‘Ch, yes, I hudve
been in that cave five or six times io

-

istream-—be:‘i in the miny sesson.
rocks at the aide :re roversd
curicus encrustations found
form of silica, depesited by the
colating waley., . .ese aro_a coup
inches thick in places and, from
slowness with which such dep
counid be thus ‘created, peint teo
great antiquity of e caves.
passage narrows & greatly that
gress is Gifficuit and fater on brar
into two, which finely die away °
out showing an exib.

Bolow the passages referved to
is ancther, s "vate o .oub 200 feet b
and directly below tha entrudce to
former. This has . sen partially
olored and wgs found to conts!
prge quantity of wster. From
witor-marks on the walls it
estimated that the water reache
height of 15 feet above flpor leve
times, It was estioted that t
caves are commonly due to fiss
simultaneously caused by o geols;
fault occuring al some remote pei
The Soors incline steeply :n places
the caves are regarded as dange:
except to careful visitors well
vided with lights strong emough
illnmmine the passages for & good
tance rhead. This is doubtless,
reason why they are so little vis
another being that .a rather ab
descont of an apparvently unattrac
gorge has to be made beivre the
trapee is revealed.” Hence the ses
of » guide is needed.

TABLE MOUNTAIN SAHDETOE

" The deposition of the Table Moux
sandstone occcurred ages ago, long
fore the laying down of the
measures of Kurope, and materal
tinued o uccumu&te until the gra:
and slates were buried beneath w
thousands of ‘eet of rodk. "Earth u
ments set in, slevating the Afi
Continent and crumbling the beds
the whele of the south of the ¢
Peninsula. The hard sandstone
bent into gread- arches and thue
jnitigted the magnificent oo:
vanges of the Province, Since
the agents of denudatitn—wind, f
rain and river—have gradually cs
out the present valleys and have
tached the block of the Peningula
the Drakenstzin Mountains, with w
it wits &b one fime united.
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The svolution of Tahle Mountain
heen greatly influenced by the
davelopment of joint planes in
sandstone-—nearly veriical ang hor
tal cracks which traverse ithe st
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JClairvaux-road, thence up the valley
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cave and its branches.
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shows -the eqrse and widths of the cave and its principal branches from
the entrance on the face of th: mountajn overleoking Fish Haek Valley to its qn}y known
exit on the opposite side of iie mountamm. . The section drawig shows the height of the
The heighs
diminishes gradull;

e great ceutral chamber
exit.
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a month when I was 8 boy, but I don’t
know if I could find it now.” He had
forgotten all zbout if, long ago.

THE ENTRANCE,

~ The entrance to the cave iz certainly
difiicult to find, though the walk to

19 guite easy,

One leaves the . Maip-
regd

at the outspan, procesding up

i tha saddle, which overleoks Clavelly
gzolf livks, Following thiz saddle to
the right one ascends te the foot of
the buttressed and inrreted ramparis
of Table Mountein sandstops which
run ¢ast and west some 1,500 or more
fzet above the level of the Fish Hock
Valley. short and not diffienld
climb leade ¢o 2n upper path ab the|
buse of the precipitous reck wall and |
then ore needs o guids. i

#Wa ars now pear the cave,” s&id?
Mr, Gracs, sud asked thoss whosse first |
visiy it was to go shead snd find the |

nvey

it from the Msin-read at Rallk Bay.l

Kol

)
segm. o heve an outwerd lean, maeking
than seem to be toppling gradually
ier, an impression which iz height-
ol by the conmderable weathering
vigible ab tho base,

As one of the genlogists said, after
imjuire ¢ “Yes, I can guarantee that |
et gredt mess of rock will fall one f
doy~-about & million years Hence, per- |
hgps”?™ The scientists had some very |
inpresping discussions yu the cave on
cotbain’ ovourring  outcrops—‘‘chalce-
dosic ocertainly,’” ‘‘agate
‘qusrbeite,’? “proves silica does go inte |
soltion,” and such like, But they |

veyy kindly answered the imany gques- |-

tiobs pud %o them by members of the |
vayhy, who were $hus rid of many de- |

the suploration of Gbe cave aad its|
branches oceupled u couple of hours,
then ithe party elimbed to the top of
the mountein and found a small hole
communicating  with the cavs, and

round the |

sutrencs, All ssed the entraces,
buot Dr. Versfold aud he oould not
be gure the speriure wys nob similar
to other short breaks into-the fase
i until confirmed in his guess, A grow-
jing fres completely hides the enirince
and the visitor has %o ascend & slight
scclivity and then make s correspond-
ing abrupt descent before it is realissd
thet the elements have formed a
nassage through that sfparently sofid
mountein. The grovnd and olevation
plans which are reproduced illustrate
the changey of width and haight,
latter being approzimated in the biz
{ chambers whera ths gothic roofz wers

ful torches. I% was found ‘hat the
 mMare pzssage was O/8 fest in length
1700 feeh of which vanged in height
tfrom ten to aboutb fifty feet. At the
end of iz steme iz a great hnll with
waulted roof sbont fifty feei high at
b",ﬁi apex, resembling & vast cathedral
sigle, .

AN ALADDIN'G GAVE.

. Viewed frem omne end, with the
lights of the party flashing on the
studdings of agate silica ang bright
pebblos at the sides, the yemark of
ons visitor, “It iz a perfect Aleddin's
Cave,” wag fully jostifisd. Hupressions
of delight fell. from all the  hifherto
girangers {o” Fhe . cava. From ihiy

¢at chambs
tho outlet od the opposite face of the
meuntain, This' part pradeally -de~
‘Crenses in height to the exit. The
floor is thickly coated with aand, whidh
water has sroded from the roof. From
thie chamber at the 500 feet point an-
other well-defined passage runs ohligue-
ly of Yo the left This is about four
foot wids, witk a level floor, bug the
raof  benrs dewnward -until p “dead
ond” ig found wfier going 180 faet,
} Ancther desd end is reached hy a pas-
8gs to she righl,

, Goreniusting in.s

ght, the

only made visible by the aid of powers:

ftHe cave contihuss to

thraugh which a tiny ray of daylight
' had been visible while down in the
! dagths.  Also the oxiy was found from
| the'vuiside and its posttion marked, 2s
| emgegenes {fom the caye in this direce
Ptioly - was  possible only to  enere
i getic young people of siender build.

THE WYNBERG CAYE,

Lir the mountaine o¢f the Peninsula
are many caves, often of considerable
extent, but guite different in charac-
{tardyom Ealk Bay cave, and ths only
othsg one hitherte known s the Wyn-
borg cave, The Muizenberg caves
and’ saveral cihers in Teble Moun-
taintars of external formation, caused
by the fretling awsy of the uvnder |
sides of the greas fronel rocks by thel
sodion of water. They are simply big
opoaingy of little depth. A descrip-
o of Wynberg caves 1w appsnded for
the sake of campsarison with those at
¥alk By,

Winberg-geves are situated near the
Tpper Wynborg Reservoir aud run ap-
proxiaaiply parallel to the lesgh of
bhie ndgs at an sverage depth of 1¥U
fest. Futrance is obiained through s
ngvrow’ opening, halfwsy up the ridge.
The paseape dips sharply snd, hefore
going $ur, & drop of twelve foob iy en-
m%ged which tabes ome mto a

7 passage Yeacding from a second
‘entrages. AY the < 4 of this psssage
g dament of sbont 28 feet inte »
parsliel passage iz made by means of
@ sorie-nf Jedges, This pasmage leads
to & iy the voof of & large cavern,
the faps ol which is ssen shoyus 40 foet
bolow, ‘and gntracce %o this is ob-
Sained hug following o corkecrew passage
whm?z%%;p}ma enly iugt admits the

passagk 17 an aduli, The big cavern i
veiy Wfyy and iz sbout 20 feot wide

3 % sommencorent,  narrowing |
salst dpwn bo Sl foet, the latter

width bilainiug for 8500 fesf, The
sl §-9d asod and i evidenti el

In addition, the beds are ouct
crogsed by vertifel lines of fra
faulting, along which the roc
heen broken bodily, while cue
movad upwards or downwards
ly with the other. Mearly

ravines around Table Mouatain
with lines of fractura. Sever:
have shifted the sandstone
houndary; in one instance (¥
Poort) the displacement is ah
feet vertically..
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ALLADIN'S CAVE (BOOMSLANG)

The ground plan shows the course and widths of the cave and its principle branches from the entrance on the
face of the mountain overlooking Fish Hoek Valley to its only known exit on the opposite side of the mountain.
The section drawing shows the height of the cave and its branches. The height of the passage from the great
central chamber diminishes gradually to about ten inches at the exit (Source: The Cape Argus, 19/10/1923).



